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his arms. But his conduct was of a kind to destroy the illusions even of those Spaniards, and there were such, who saw in him the regenerator of their country. Under the plea of defending the coasts against an attack from England, he poured troops into Spain. It was then thought that he meant to support the Prince of the Asturias, a course which would have been popular in the country; and Godoy decided to play the part of mediator between father and son. Meanwhile, however, came rumours from his agent at Paris that Napoleon's real purpose was to drive out both. The Queen and the Royal Family wished to follow those of Portugal to-America. This would have served Napoleon's purpose well, but the Bang refused to go, and renewed the proposal for a matrimonial alliance. Napoleon's evil genius, however, persuaded him only to send forward more troops.]the Buonaparte family, fell into the King's hands, and completed the rupture between father and son. Ferdinand and his advisers were arrested on a charge of plotting against the King's life, though it appears far more probable that his own was in danger. The King of Spain communicated the matter to the other European sovereigns, including Napoleon.
